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not begin to instruct them again. I replied thatI had
nothing with which to make them a feast. They
answered that that did not matter,— they would come
and listen to me, even if we did not give them any-
thing to eat. Wishing to put them to the proof, we
went to their cabins and invited them; they did not
fail to come, so many of them that one day I noticed
Savages from seven or eight nations listening to me,
the Chapel being full from one end to the other; but
the coming of the ships caused me to give up this
exercise.

On the 18th of the same month Monsieur de sainct
Jean came down from the three Rivers. He related
to us a pretty story, showing the fear the Savages
have of their enemies. He said that when he was
in a bark on the River des Prairies, they perceived
a canoe prowling around the Islands on the look-
out for some Hiroquois; they immediately fired [274
i.e., 270] several shots from the arquebuses, to sum-
mon it to them. The Savage who was in it, see-
ing the bark, brought his canoe alongside. After he
had been questioned about various things, he was
asked if he would not like to go down to the three Riv-
ers, as Monsieur de St. Jean and sieur Hertel® desired
to go there. He replied that, indeed, he greatly
wished to go there, but that the Hiroquois would be
sure to kill him on the way. Sieur Nicolet rejoined
that he ought to fear nothing when these two young
men, both of them courageous and children of
brave Captains, were with him; that they were
armed with good arquebuses, and that no misfortune
could befall him in their company. He insisted that
his death would be inevitable if he went on this
journey; but at last, being strongly urged, he agreed



